
Recently several members of the Environmental Leadership group had the distinct 

pleasure of meeting Sandy Elmore, our MBI consultant.  Ms. Elmore, a retiring 

special education from Libby, Montana, turned out to be a treasure trove of MBI 

knowledge and resources beneficial to our group’s forward progress.  In just one 

short hour, Ms. Elmore provided us with teach to handouts, MBI newsletters, 

contact names for other consultation opportunities, and so much.  WOW!  

The following information comes from a newsletter Ms. Elmore shared during our 

recent meeting. 

Excerpt from the Montana Behavioral Initiative newsletter to support the 

implementation of Positive Behavior Supports (PBIS) in schools throughout 

Montana. Volume 4 Issue 2; Winter 2013-2014 

at-tend-ance 

noun 

The action or state of going 

 regularly to or being present at a place or event. 

 

MBI and School Attendance:  DID YOU KNOW? 

 **Teachers are the most important school-based determinant of students’ academic 

success.  It’s no surprise researchers find that teacher absence lowers student achievement. 

 **Dropout patterns were linked with poor attendance, beginning in kindergarten 

(Arizona State University, 2008). Dropouts miss an average of 124 days of school by eight grade. 

 **90 percent of students with a GPS of 3.0 or better had an absentee rate of 3 days or 

less (Sioux Falls School District). 

 **Missing 10 percent (or about 18 days) can make it harder to learn to read. 

 **Being late to school may lead to poor attendance. 

  **Absences can affect the whole classroom if the teacher has to slow down learning to 

help children catch up. 

 **Only 17 percent of students who are chronically absent pass reading benchmarks for 

3rd grade reading.  



Attending school regularly helps children feel better about school and about 

themselves.  Start building this in preschool so children can learn right away 

that going to school on time, every day, is important.   

 

When Do Absences Become a Problem? 

Severe:  36 days or more absences 

Chronic:  18 or more absences 

At Risk:  10-17 days absent 

Satisfactory:  9 or fewer days absent 

 

This and other information can be found on the OPI website under the Montana 

Behavioral Initiative link.  


